
WELCOME TO OUR PARISH NEWSLETTER  

On behalf of Highampton Parish Council I would like to welcome you 

to our parish Newsletter, which is published as a result of the replies 

to our parish plan survey. This was done so long ago that most of you 

will have forgotten about it, but it takes time to organise and I am 

very grateful to Michelle Ody for taking on the work of editor. If you 

have any contributions to make to future issues please let her know 

(see below for further details), we would like all organisations in the 

parish to send in news of meetings and events as well as dates for 

future events. The future and content of the Newsletter depends on 

YOU!  

Eventually we hope to get local businesses to advertise and by doing 

so to cover the cost of publication, if you are interested please let us 

know.  

I hope you enjoy finding out about all that is going on locally and will 

be inspired to join in and perhaps start new hobbies and pastimes. 

Finally, I would like to extend a welcome to anyone who wants to 

come and see how your Parish Council works.  

Charles Dumpleton, Parish Council Chairman  

If you would like to submit an item for publication in the next issue, or 

have any comments or feedback on the first issue please email 

highamptonnews@googlemail.com  

Alternatively please hand in any Newsletter items to the Village Post 

Office.  

Deadline for submissions for next issue: 24 March 2010  

Issue 1 
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Did you know ..... Highampton means high farm and that the first known 

spelling for Highampton was 1086 when it was known as Hantona?  

In 1282 it became Heantone , in 1285 this became Hanton and in 1303 

Heghanton.  Subsequent changes date from: -  

1318 Hehampton  

1330 Hegheheauntone  

1336 Hegheamton  

1372 Hegheyampton  

1492 Highanton  
 

Rev John Leach gave a speech on Devonshire Place Names to Highampton 

Local History Group in October 2009, please see page 2 for further details 
of the Group.  

mailto:highamptonnews@googlemail.com
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Highampton Local History Group  

www.highampton -lhg.co.uk   

 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘŀƳǇǘƻƴ [ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ DǊƻǳǇΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǾƛŎŜ-chairman, Charles    

Dumpleton, gave an interesting talk on his 50 years in farming which commenced with his time at          

Agriculture College in the early 1960s, and his farming experiences at Town Barton Farm, Highampton, 

since 1966.   

After college, Charles arrived at the farm with his parents with the aspiration of running a mixed farming 

enterprise consisting mainly of cows, beef and sheep and, at one stage, trying his hand at turning some of 

the land over to arable crops. 

The talk, which was well attended, was illustrated with contemporary slides that showed just how much 

ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǊȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

hard work from days gone by. 

As a matter of local historical interest, the Assize Rolls of 1244 shows that Town Barton was most likely 

occupied by Adam de la Tune in the 13th century.  The present farmhouse probably dates from the     

eighteenth century.  The parish church of the Holy Cross, with its original Norman arch and west tower 

built in 1489, stands adjacent to the farm. 

 

The next meeting of the Local History Group will be held at Highampton Village Hall on Wednesday      

February 17th at 7.30 pm when a film will be shown on the aftermath of the Foot & Mouth outbreak that 

occurred in 2001.  

 

The Group meets on the third Wednesday of each month, at 7.30pm in the Committee Room, at 

Highampton Village Hall (unless otherwise stated). Yearly membership is £5.00. Non members are asked 

to make a contribution of £1.00 at each meeting which goes towards the cost of running the Group. Free 

coffee and biscuits are provided at meetings.  

 

For more information please contact Maurice Thomas on 01409 231460 (or mobile 07980922374). 

 

hǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ www.highampton-lhg.co.uk for a full list of upcoming events, reports on past 

events and a large collection of photographs depicting Highampton over the ages. 

 

 

http://www.highampton-lhg.co.uk
http://www.highampton-lhg.co.uk
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I have been the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator in the village since 2004. 

One of the main functions of the co-ordinator is to provide a link between the community and the police. The proc-

ess enables members of the public to voice their concerns regarding a variety of matters, including traffic speed, 

suspicious behaviour and security. Matter of concern can be passed to me, or alternatively, to the police by ringing 

08452 777444. In the event of an emergency 999 can be used but only when immediate action is required. 

In return the police from time to time will keep us advised of criminal activities to be on the lookout for which are 

occurring in the West Devon area. This normally takes the form of emails which I display in the parish notice board 

(next to the Post Office). We will also from time to time receive a visit from our neighbourhood policeman who will 

discuss matters of interest. 

Although outside my duties as co-ordinator, I attend police liaison meetings that are held alternately in Tavistock 

and Okehampton. These meetings are especially useful as crime rates are published and there is an opportunity to 

discuss matters of interest with senior policemen. Also I attend link committee meetings where parish councils 

meet with West Devon Borough Council as well as the police. 

We are fortunate that in Highampton the crime rate is virtually nonexistent. We hope that it remains this way. 

Mr M Puckey 

Tel: 01409 231651 

Hands Up Campaign  

Devon schools have launched a campaign, Hands Up for Fairer School Funding,  aiming to persuade the Government to tackle 
the inequalities in funding for schools. Did you know that education funding for children in Devon is the fourth lowest in   England? 

This means that every pupil in Devon is worth £375 per year less  than the national average. 

To support the campaign and find out more information please visit the Hands Up website at:                                                   
http://www.fairfundingfordevonschools.org.uk/index.html 

You can also follow the campaign on Twitter. 

The website is running a petition which can be accessed online at:  http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/handsup4schools/ 

For anyone who does not have access to the internet you can write in support of Devon schools and Devon school children to: 

Vernon Coaker MP 
Minister of State for Schools and Leaners, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, Westminster, London, SW1P 3BT 
 
Nick Gibb MP 
Conservative Shadow Minister for Schools, House of Commons, Westminster, London, SW1A 0AA 
 
David Laws MP 
Liberal Democrat Shadow Minister for Schools, House of Commons,            Westminster, London, SW1A 0AA 
 
Jim Knight MP 
Minister for the South West, House of Commons, Westminster, London, SW1A 0AA 
 

Geoffrey Cox (our local MP) 
2 Bridge Chambers, Lower Bridge Street, Bideford, Devon EX39 2BU 

 

http://www.fairfundingfordevonschools.org.uk/index.html
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/handsup4schools/


Page 4 HI GHAM PTON ME SSE NGE R 

News from Burdon Grange  

Children in Need Day  

On Friday 20 th November 2009 Burdon Grange held a ôfancy dressõ day with the pro-

ceeds of the event going to the BBCõs annual Children in Need appeal. 

The residents and staff of Burdon Grange dressed up to raise money for the appeal. 

The costumes  were unique and original and included a court jester, Papa Smurf, a 

sheriff, a pirate, a doctor,   a waitress, a vicar, Father Christmas, a Victorian matron, an 

oriental lady, and a Christmas tree as well as a number of builders, soldiers, clowns, 

cowboys, cats, dancers, bikers, footballers, nuns, fairies and hippies to name but a 

few!!!  

Christmas Fete  

On Saturday 28 th November 2009 Burdon Grange held its Christmas Fete at the Village 

Hall. 

Minced pies welcomed attendees and mulled wine accompanied by the        

Hatherleigh Band who played Christmas carols, the residents particularly enjoyed the 

performance and even took a turn at conducting!  

There were various stalls and attractions including a cake, bottle and residentsõ stall 

as well as ôGuess the Name of the Puppyõ, ôCount the Sweetsõ and a competition to 

identify twenty different types of cake.  

It was another thoroughly enjoyable day for the residentsõ and their friends and family 

and also a number of villagers who kindly supported us on the day.  

As usual thanks go to all the staff who worked so hard on the day and in preparation 

to help ensure that the day was such a success.  


